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THROUGH NEW EYES
RECENT CORNISH PAINTINGS

3Y ANDREW TOZER

By Cath Wallace

It 15 rare these days to find a contemporary artist whe has such a

strong understanding and knowledge of their artstic heritage.

Andrew Tozer, as a plein air impressionist painter; has abways

acknowledged his interest and followng of the French

Impressionists such as Sisley and Monet. In this special exhibition of

Cornish places, at Beside the Wave, Andrew has been inspired by

the artists who made Cormwall farmous in the late Nineteenth and
early Twentieth Centuries.

he paintings made by Morman Garstin, whe was

one of the leading members of the Mewlyn

Schoal in the 18808, were of particular interast

far Andrevw. He has caken Garstn's fumous The Bow it

Rawneth Every Dhay a8 the scarcing point for several works

dene on Penzance seafront. Andrew has taken the idea

of & wat and stormy day by the sea and transbated it
using his own conemparary impressionist soyle.

What metivates Andrew 1o pant B his great love of
painting cutdoors on the spot and that gives him this
Streng connection with the plein air painters in
Corrvall over ocne hundred years age. It alse means

besng willing to paint in all weathers come rain oF Sk
Andrew soon discovered that abong the sealrom w
Fenzance are dotved a series of shelters, so he was abl
to paint the promenade on the wet days, juit b
Morman Garstin did, in some safety fram the elemsencs

2008 was a particularty wet and windy pearn but the ran
anvd stormy weather made for dearmatic conditions chat
Aredrew has translated inte a dynamic, visually exciong
collection of pairtings for this shew,

Andrews painting Wel and 'Windy, Peazonce caplures
thie nuances af grey in the sky. sea and buildings with the
white water crashing ever the seafront adding vo the
drara of the scene. Andrew's rapid mark-making scple
lends itsell o capwuring the senss of mesemaent creased
on a stormy diy by the sea and his muted almen
moncchromatic, palette conveys the coolness of e
pemperature a3 the rain splashes down on the e
kalidaymakers willing 1o brave the cutdoors. VWhen e
tuf  dond cofma  OUl, averpone’s mood changes
campletely and 15 do the maoad and calours in Andres
paingings. Instead af greys, he uses bright greens wd
blees to caprure the rough seas as seen from the ciffs
alang the coastal path. The grey skies are now deomed
with cotman woaol clouds which appear o have siver

Inings.

Anather artist Andrew has been Inspired by, who was
strongly associated with St bees in che 19205, i Jchn
Anthery Park, Androw has painted the pler and voem of
St haes in the same paintorly expressive way a5 his
pridecessor Park was famaus for his paintings of fishisg
boags in S lves bay. These are not 5o prevalens gy But
Andrew ol comerys thag working life by the e o
Smearon’s pler features in his paintings and he captures

all the movement of the cars and lorries used by the
local fishermen to get in their catch

The so-called 'Father of the Mewlyn School' was
stanhope Forbes and so Andrew made his plgrimage
to Mewlyn and found some of the exace vantage paints
that Forbes would have painted from in this working
fishing port Andrew was particularly taken with the
view in Forbes’ Gale Doy ot Mewlyn, looking down @
the south pier.

Andrew has alio travelled go the village of Mowehole,
further along the coast from Mewlyn and painted the
village from a similar view o the painter Frank
Gascoigne Heath.

Andrew's colloction of work for this fascinating
exhibition is o continuation of che passien for place and
paining outdoors shown by the ardscs char preceded
i, Bi" !-:;Ilu;;wm_g in their feousweps he hmg; PR
apprasch and porspecivg o familiar plages in Cornwall
that wi all know and love, helping us 1o see them
through niee ayes,

T'I"a.u}._.-;u': Mew Eyes; Recent Cornish paingings by Andrew
Tezer stavis 15 Meay, 4-8pm, with o Private ¥iewing and
cordinees ungll 27 Moy ot Beside the Wove, 1D Arwenock
Street, Folmouwth, Cormwoll, TRIT 3JA, Telephone: +44 (0}
F32é 210132 wwwbeside-the-wovecouk




